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On this population cartogram
an area the size of one square 
represents 8,000 people

Numbers refer to HSDA codes.

The crude ratio of full-time equivalent (FTE) primary 
health care (PHC) physicians per 100,000 population 
was calculated by dividing the number of FTE PHC 
physicians in each health service delivery area by the 
total population in that area. FTE is a value that 
estimates each providers’ workload relative to their 
peers. See technical notes for more information on 
methods used to identify PHC physicians and 
calculate FTE. In BC in 2006, the crude ratio of FTE 
PHC physicians per 100,000 population was 90.
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Technical notes: Full-time Equivalent PHC Physicians

PHC physicians includes medical doctors that work in a PHCO 
and/or have fee-for-service billing practices that suggest they 
have a general type of practice. PHC physicians, therefore, 
include GPs and registered specialists.

A full-time equivalent (FTE) is an estimate of a physician’s 
workload relative to their peers. When FTEs are summed across 
all physicians they can be used to estimate workforce participa-
tion. Physicians are assigned one FTE if their income falls 
between the 40th and 60th percentile of physicians’ incomes. 
Part time physicians are assigned FTEs lower than one and full 
time physicians are assigned FTEs higher than one on the basis 
of their relative income.

Each physician’s income was estimated using fee-for-service 
billings, as well as salary and sessional payments. FTEs were 
calculated and these workload values were summed for each 
region. Total payments from Service Agreement and PHCO 
payments were then calculated for each region and divided by 
the provincial average earnings for those PHC physicians who 
fell in the 40th to 60th percentile in order to assign additional 
FTEs to each region.
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